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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
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Office of the Director 


8 January 1951 


MEMORANDUM TO; 


SUBJECT 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

Draft of NSC Directive on Covert Operations 
and Clandestine Activities 


Securiiv “y request, the National 

ecurxty Council suspended paragraph 4 of NSC 10/2. 

^ am submitting herewith the draft of a directive 
issuance by the National Security Council which clearlv 
defines the respnsibilities for covert operatlonfand 
clandestine activities in peace or in war This draft 

wSh^SeariLSarLesV^'^S^"''^® consultation 

of Staf? 5^ Leslie Stevens from the Joint Chiefs 

of fho 9 ’ General John Magruder from the Office 

3. It is my recommendation that this Directive be 
sent by the National Security Council to the SepartLnts 
cLment!* I>efehse and the Joint Chiefs of Staff for 

related subject which needs clarification is 

Dlanneri^a^S^^^*^ between covert operations such as may be 
planned and executed by this agency, and guerrilla warfare 
conducted by regular forces. I have directed tha? a naner 
on this subject be prepared for submission to the NSc!^ ^ 

/s/ WALTER Pages 1/3/4 

Director 
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MATIO NAL SECURITY COUNCI L DIRECTJVE 
COVERT OPERATIONS AMD CLANDESTINE INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 


authority of Section 102(d)(5) of the Matioma Security Act 
o+ lyur, the National Security Council hereby directs that: 

2. The Director of Central Intelligence shall be responsible for the 
planning, preparation and execution of covert operations and clandestine 
inuelligence activities in peace or in war and for insuring that such ooera- 
uions are planned and_ conducted in a manner consistent with and in sunoort 
01 u.s, foreign and military policies and with overt activities. 


4 ,-u^* following relationships shall prevail in wartlne or in peacetime 

in those areas where U.S. military forces are engaged in combat: 

a. The DCI shall coordinate the foregoing activities T^rith the 
oecretary of Defense and the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the appropriate 
non-mili-Dary U.S. goverranent departments and agencies, and insure that 
plans for such activities are accepted by JCS as being consistent with 
and complementary to approved plans for wartimie or emergency military 
opspsLiiiiions • 


^ Covert_ operations and clandestine intelligence activities in a 
theater of military command shall come within the overall responsibility 
of tne theater commander and the DCI shall designate a senior repre- ‘ 
sentative to be on the General Staff of each theater comnander concerned 
ihr-o activities, responsible to the theater coimiander 

® hief of Staff, to assist in the planning, direction and 
coiomana of such operations and activities. Rolicy direction and control 

Cl the execution of such operations and activities in the theater shall 
be through the JCS. snan 

_ c. The DCI shall coordinate with the Secretary of State in order 
to insure that plans and activities are consistent with the poT itical 
strategy and political operations and objectives of the United '’states. 

d. In areas other than theaters of military operations, the senior 
representative of the DCI shall keep the respective senior kplomati^ 

the countries concerned generally advised of covert 
rations and clandestine intelligence activities and shall obtain 
political guidance from such diplomatic officials with respect thereto. 

e. Theatj coimmanders and senior political representatives outside 
oi theaters of military _ operations shall be advised of such covert 

pe ations and clandestine intelligence activities as are based in their 
respective areas but with objectives that transcend or do not directly 
affect the responsibilities of the respective theater coroonders and the 
senior political representatives. ' 
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^ I. _^or reasons of security and adequate liaison, the DC I shall 
maxntain independent comaunications x^ith his reoresentatives overseas 
including later^ conEiunications between theaters. Arrsno-eiaents for 
such cormnunications shall be coordinated with those of the military. 


g. The Departments of State and Defense and the JCS shall provide 
continuous guidance and support of the DCI in manning covert operations 
and clandestine intelligence activities and insure that such operations 
and activities receive the necessary and appropriate support. 

As used herein clandestine intelligence includes espionarre and 
covert operations include guerrilla warfare (as'defined 
in nbC — ), sabotage, covert demolitions, covert countersabotage, covert 
removal of personnel including escape and evasion evacuation and exfiltra- 
Dion, covert propaganda, covert political warfare and covert ec--^nomic 
warfare. Such operations do not include armed conflict by orgaiiized mili- 
ary forces or cover and deception for military purposes. 


• • rescinds paragraph h of NSC 10/2 and all other pro- 

o^SS^dSeSve?^^ WSCID-5 whi ch may be inconsistent with the provisions 
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